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see a few more slow vears.” Skanska is currently building a
5128-million R&D facility for Johnson & Johnson in Spring
House, Pa. The first phase includes a new 150,000-sq-ft
research lab and renovation of 80,000 sq ft in an existing |
research building. |
Limping Along

While the industrial sector limps along, the data-center market |
is sprinting ahead, Regardless of economic condidons, growing |
demand for higher-density computing and improved efficiency
is driving billions of dollars of new work,

Internet and computer-technology companies continue to
fund many of the sectors megaprojects. Google is building a
Sa00-million data center in Council Bluffs, Towa, and Oracle is
planning a $285-million 200,000-sq-ft facility in West Jordan,
Utah. But other owners also are pushing for major centers to
handle dara growth. Health Care Service Corp., a health insur-
er, has broken ground on a $235.5-million 250,000-sq-ft data
center in Fort Worth, Texas. *Demand is not slowing down,”
says Terence Deneny,, vice president of Structure Tone Incs
mission-critical office in New York Ciry.

Although companies continue to fund new projects, they are |
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being smarter about their investments. Data centers are noto-
rious energy hogs, and with rising energy costs, clients are push-
ing efficiency and sustainable designs, Deneny says. “The last
three or four data cenrers we've started [have had] a green re-
quirement on them,” he says.

In Aungust, IBM announced plans for a $360-million data
center at Research Triangle Park, N.C. The company claims the
center’s mechanical systems will be 50% more efficient than the
industry average.

Expandable modular designs are also emerging as a popular
aption for clients, Rather than building a 100,000-sq-ft facility
at once, some are looking at building smaller pods over time. In
addition to being able o upgrade servers, modular designs allow
the expandability to inerease power and cooling over tme.

“We're very focused on saying, ‘Instead of spending $200
million on day one, do it for $110 million to match your cur-
rent load and add the infrastructure as you need it,"™ says Jakob
Carnemark, senior vice president of mission critical at Skanska
USA Inc. Carnemark says he expects the market to continue to
grow at 10% to 20% for the foresecable furure. “I expect that
will dip down at some point, but I don't see any bottom falling
out on the horizon,” he says. m



